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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: FCO/EMBASSY BRIEFING NOVEMBER 12 

1. PHILIP MANSFIELD MENTIONED RECENT PRESS STORIES 
(PARTICULARLY HELLA PICK'S WASHINGTON DATE-LINED ARTI- 
CLE IN THE NOVEMBER 9 GUARDIAN - LONDON 18 190) REGARD- 
ING AMERICAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS A BRITISH ROLE IN THE 
RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT. HE SAID THAT MINISTERS HAD NOT 
FOUND SUCH REPORTING HELPFUL, AND THAT AMBASSADOR 
RAMSBOTHAM HAD TAKEN UP THE MATTER WITH SENIOR U.S. 
OFEICIALS IN WASHINGTON. IVOR RICHARD HAS ALSO 
COMPLAINED TO THE FCO THAT RECENT ARTICLES FILED IN 
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NATIONALISTS IN GENEVA. 

2. MANSFIELD COMMENTED THAT MINISTERS HERE, ALTHOUGH 
INFORMALLY DISCUSSING AMONGST THEMSELVES THE PROBLEMS OF 
A BRITISH ROLE, ARE GREATLY PREOCCUPIED BY DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TROUBLES. HE TERMED THE PRESENT 
WEEK IN PARLIAMENT "BIZARRE". HE IMPLIED THAT MINISTERS 
ARE UNDER CONSIDERABLE STRAIN AND NEWS STORIES ABOUT 
AMERICAN PRESSURE ON THE BRITISH-REGARDLESS OF THE 
SOURCES WHICH, HE SAID, HE ASSUMED WERE NATIONALIST- 

ARE LIKELY TO BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. NOW WOULD BE THE 
WORST TIME TO RAISE THE SUBJECT FORMALLY IN THE BEDRAG- 
GLED CABINET. 

3. MANSFIELD SAID THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN GENEVA DO NOT YET 
MERIT A SERIOUS CABINET CONSIDERATION OF A BRITISH ROLE. 

BUT IF EVENTS FORCED A DISCUSSION OF THE SUBJECT, 

BRITAIN WOULD WANT TO USE THE POSSIBILITY OF A LIMITED 
INVOLVEMENT AS AN ACE-IN-THE-HOLE, NOT AS SOME TATTERED 
CARD SLOPPILY DEALT FROM THE TOP OF THE DECK. 
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